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that five yeres space that he was in Utopia abiding, saw there so
much, as here in master Mores description is to be sene and per-
ceaved. Whiche description with so many wonders, and miraculous
thinges is replenished, that I stande in great doubt wherat first and
chieflie to muse or marveile: whether at the excellencie of his per-
fect and suer memorie, which could wel niegh worde by woorde re-
hearse so many thinges once onely heard:_ or elles at his singular pru-
dence, who so well and wittyly marked and bare away al the original
causes and fountaynes (to the vulgare people commenly most un-
knowen) wherof both yssueth and springeth the mortall confusion
and titter decaye of a commen wealth, and also the avauncement and
wealthy state of the same may riese and grower or elles at the ef-
ficacie and pitthe of his woordes, which in so fine a latin stile, with
such force of eloquence hath couched together and comprised so
many and divers matters, speciallie beinge a man continuallie en-
cornbred with so manye busye and troublesome cares, both publique,
and private, as he is.
Howbeit all these thinges cause you litle to marvell (righte honour-
able Buslid) for that you are familiarly and throughly acquainted
with the notable, yea almost divine witte of the man. But nowe to
procede to other matters, I suerly know nothing nedeful or requisite
to be adjoyned unto his writinges: Onely a meter of iiij. verses
written in the Utopian tongue, whiche after master Mores departure
Hythloday by chaunce shewed me, that have I caused to be added
thereto, with the Alphabete of the same nation, and have also gar-
nished the margent of the boke with certen notes. For, as touchinge
the situation of the ylande, that is to saye, in what parte of the woride
Utopia standeth, the ignoraunce and lacke wherof not a litle troubleth
and greveth master More, in dede Raphael left not that unspoken of.
Howbeit with verie fewe wordes he lightly touched it, incidentlye by
the way passing it over, as rneanyng of likelihod to kepe and reserve
that to an other place.
And the same, I wot not how, by a certen evell and unluckie
chaunce escaped us bothe. For when Raphael was speaking therof,
one of master Mores servauntes came to him and whispered in his
eare. Wherefore I beyng then of purpose more earnestly addict to
heare, one of the company, by reason of cold taken, I thinke, a shippe-
borde, coughed out so loude, that he toke from my hearinge certen of
his wordes. But I wil never stynte, nor rest, until I have gotte the
full and exacte knowledge hereof: insomuche that I will be hable per-
fectly to instructe you, not onely in the longitude or true meridian of
the ylande, but also in the just latitude therof, that is to say, in the
sublevation or height of the pole in that region, if our frende Hythlo-
day be in safetie, and alive. For we heare very uncerten newes of
him.